Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: for distr i buting data t o at le a s t a sel e cted 
one of a plurality of potential instant messag e cli e nts, th e method comprising: 

transmitting an id e ntifi e r of a first cli e nt to an instant messaging s e rver coordinating 

communication with at least the selected instant message client; 
determining a first loca ti on f o r th e fi rst cli e nt; and 

iransmittmgfirst receiving, bv a first instant messaging client. #*e-afirst location offer 
the first instant messaging client to th e instant me ss aging s e rv e r > 

second receiving, bv the first instant messaging client, from an instant messaging 
server a second location of a second instant messaging client: 

determining, bv the first instant messaging client, a proximity of the first and second 
locations; and 

automatically executing an application program, bv the first instant messaging client 
if t he proximity meets a pre-determined threshold. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

transmitting, bv the first instant messaging client, to the instant messaging server the 

first location; and 
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receiving , bv the first instant messaging client an advertisement from the instant 
messaging server , the advertisement having been determined for the first instant messaging 
client based on the first location responsiv e to transmitting the first l ocation , 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
displaying , bv the first instant messaging client, an initial icon indicating an initial 

status of the selected first and second instant messaging clients; and 

displaying , bv the first instant messaging client a revised icon corresponding to 
location changes of the fi rst and second instant messaging clients the second l ocation. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the initial icon is a selected one of: an 
offline indicator, an online indicator, and an emoticon. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the revised icon is a selected one of: a 
country identifier, a state identifier, a government seal, a flag, a building identifier, and a user 
identifier. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the revised icon comprises a 
proximity map including a marker identifying the relative position of the second location to 
the first location when the second location is proximate to the first location. 
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9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the marker is a selected one of: a country 
identifier, a state identifier, a government seal, a flag, a building identifier, and a user 
identifier. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture comprising: a machin e accessible 
med i a having associated data for distributing data to at least a selected one of a plurality of 
p otential in s tant m e s sage clie n ts, where in the data, wh e n acc e ss e d, r es ults in a machin e 
performing: 

a storage medium; and 

a plurality of programming instructions stored on the storage medium and configured 
to enable a first instant messaging client to 

first receive a first location of the first instant messaging client, 
second receive from an instant messaging server a second location of a second 
instant messaging client 

determine a proximity of the first and second locations, and 
automatically execute an application program if the proximity meets a pre- 
determined threshold trangmitting an identifier of g first client to an in s tant messaging 
server coordinating communication with at least the selected instant message client; 



-4 - 



Attorney Docket No. 1 10466- 152 11 7 
Application No. 10/661,279 
P17785 



d e t e rmining a first location for th e .first client; and 

transmitting the first location For the first client to the instant messaging 

s erver. 



16. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 15 wherein programming instructions are 
further configured to enable the first instant messaging client to: the machine - accessible 
media further includ e s data, when accessed results in the machine performing: 

transmit to the instant messaging server the first location: and 

receive an advertisement from the instant messaging server, the advertisement having 

been determined for the first instant messaging client based on the first locationreceiving an 
advertisement from the instant messaging server responsive to transmitt i ng the first location . 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A svstom. first instant messaging client comprising: 
an in s tant m e ssaging s e rv e r a processor ; and 

logic to be operated by the processor to 

first receive a first location of the first instant messaging client, 
second receive from an instant messaging server a second location of a second 
instant messaging client; 

determine a proximity of the first and second locations, and 
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automatically execute an application program, if the proximity meets a pre- 
determined threshold. 

a first instant messaging cli e nt communicativ e ly coup le d with th e instant messaging 

server, wherein the first instant messaging client is configured to provide a first location for 
the fir s t instant m e ssaging cli e nt to the instant messaging server; 

a second instant messaging client communicatively coupled with the first 

instant messaging cli e nt and th e instant m e ssaging s e rv e r, wher e in th e s e cond i nstant 
messag i ng client is configured to provid e a second location for the second instant messaging 
client to the instant me s saging serv e r 

23. (Original) The systet ^first instant messaging client of claim 22, further 
comprisin.g: wherein the logic is further to 

transmit to the instant messaging server the first location, and 

receive an advertisement from the instant messaging server, the advertisement having 
been determined for the first instant messaging client based on the first location — m 
advertis e ment server communicatively coupled with at least the instant m e ssaging server, 
wherein the advertisement server is configured to prov ide an advertisement determined based 
at le ast i n part on instant m e ssage cl ie nt locations pr ovi d e d to the adverti sement s e rv e r by the 
instant messaging server . 

24, (New) The method of claim L wherein the first instant messaging client is associated 
with a category, and a level of detail associated with the received second location provided 
bv the instant messaging server is based at least in part on the category. 
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